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April 8, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main St.
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
As the community’s chamber of commerce representing nearly 1,700 members, Commerce Lexington
Inc. partners with the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government to recruit and retain businesses.
We work in close cooperation with chambers throughout Central Kentucky to grow jobs and improve
our regional economy.
The Town Branch Commons Corridor directly addresses issues that our chamber and others in the
region have identified as top priorities -- economic development, transportation connectivity, and
quality of life. This project will help transform the community and enhance our collective economic
vitality.
We are keenly aware that job recruitment is more competitive than ever and that entrepreneurs are
looking for a community that offers an excellent quality of life.
A Knight Foundation survey showed that three main qualities connect people to place: social offerings
(entertainment venues and places to meet), openness (how welcoming a place is) and aesthetics (the
physical beauty and green spaces).
The Town Branch Commons Corridor improves all three of those qualities through an innovative,
multi-modal linear park through downtown Lexington. It will connect downtown entertainment sites,
provide a much-needed link to fitness trails throughout the county and beyond, and it will invigorate
the area by increasing access and providing gathering spots.
Employers also will benefit, because workers who use public transportation or bike or walk to work will
find their commute easier and safer.
The Town Branch Commons Corridor will help Lexington recruit high-quality, high-wage jobs; improve
the quality of life of our community through linking fitness trails and public transportation; and
connect diverse neighborhoods to each other and to entertainment options downtown. With funding
support from a TIGER Grant, Lexington can begin building that important connectivity that will leave a
legacy for future generations to enjoy.
Sincerely,

Robert L. Quick, CCE
President & CEO

April 8, 2016

The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main St.
Lexington, Ky. 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
VisitLEX, the community’s convention and visitors’ bureau, hears firsthand from travelers and
meeting planners about what they seek in a city they visit.
One of the top issues is a lively downtown with easy accessibility from the convention center to
local attractions, such as historic sites, restaurants, bars, and entertainment. The Town Branch
Commons Corridor will provide that access and connectivity, which currently is sporadic and
disjointed. Parts of downtown are connected, but other tourist destinations are not.
In addition, with several high-profile half-marathons, the 200-mile Bourbon Chase relay and
other race events, fitness is a growing component of the tourism industry. Improving our biking
and walking pathways is a strong message to residents and visitors alike that Lexington is
serious about going green and staying in shape.
The Town Branch Commons Corridor project, bolstered by a TIGER grant, would boost our
tourism efforts in an increasingly competitive market. And the reach would extend beyond
Lexington because we work collaboratively to market tourism sites throughout the region.
This added recruiting feature would return investments to the local and state economy. In 2014,
visitors to Fayette County spent more than $1.2 billion in direct expenditures and more than
$1.9 billion in total expenditures. In addition, the industry employed more than 25,000 people in
the county.
But the benefits go beyond making Lexington more attractive and welcoming to visitors. Every
year, we focus on encouraging our own residents to explore their own backyard through a
staycation. What started as a theme during tight economic times has continued because of its
popularity. The Town Branch Commons Corridors is a perfect example of what’s good for the
tourist is also good for the resident.
Sincerely,

Mary Quinn K. Ramer
President
│

│

│
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from

Bluegrass Community and Technical College
Fayette County Public Schools
Transylvania University
University of Kentucky

April 25, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
200 E. Main St.
Lexington, KY 40507

Dear Mayor Gray,
Our responsibility and commitment to the nearly 41,000 students enrolled in the Fayette County
Public Schools isn’t contained within the four walls of our classrooms. We share responsibility
not only for their transportation to and from school, but also for the expansion of their learning
experiences, opportunities and horizons after the school bell rings.
The Town Branch Commons Corridor project will improve safety for our students as they travel
between home and school, increase opportunities for physical activity and create an outdoor
laboratory for learning. For those reasons, the Fayette County Public Schools offers our strong
support for the project and request for TIGER grant funding.
Safety will be improved by the construction of bike infrastructure separate from traffic and
creation of pedestrian facilities. Through improvements to transit center access and the
transformation of the facility into a multi-modal plaza with traffic calming devices, ADA
compliance along the corridor also will be achieved.
We firmly believe that those safety efforts will also encourage more walking and biking and
complete critical gaps in trail infrastructure, which will help our community become healthier
and complement the health and wellness efforts our district has undertaken.
The Town Branch Commons Corridor also will provide students with an opportunity to study the
latest environmental techniques and their impact on water quality and runoff. For example,
bioswales will be used to infiltrate rainwater, bypassing the already taxed closed storm sewer
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systems and, in turn, creating green space. Students can study real-life examples of how
landscape elements are designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff water.
This project also will benefit a diverse population, which is especially important to us because
our student population is increasingly diverse. This year, children of color comprise more than
46 percent of our student enrollment, including nearly 4,000 students for whom English is not
their native language. Additionally, more than 54 percent of our students qualify for receive
reduced or free lunch.
On behalf of our roughly 41,000 students, their families and our more than 5,000 employees, we
support the Town Branch Commons Corridor project and its innovative efforts to improve safety
and access, support healthier living, and provide learning opportunities.
Sincerely,

Emmanuel Caulk
Superintendent
Fayette County Public Schools

April 8, 2016
Mayor Jim Gray
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
When I was considering the position of president of Transylvania University in 2014, one of the key attractions to me was
that it was an elite liberal arts university situated in the heart of a thriving city. Too many colleges are isolated from the
communities that surround them, but Transylvania – the nation’s 16th oldest college with 24 major buildings on 60 acres
– is very much connected to Lexington. And we have a stake in making downtown Lexington as inviting, accessible, and
safe as possible.
I know it’s no surprise to you that students considering Transylvania often ask about “quality of place” factors – including
a lot of questions about cycling opportunities. They know that Transylvania has an excellent academic reputation, but
they want to make sure they can also get around safely, go on recreational rides in the region, and find fun things to do
around the city.
We promote both our University and our city as a bike-friendly place. “Bikes are Welcome” – that’s a key page on our
website, and a key message we have for students. We were one of only 127 colleges named a Bike Friendly University by
the League of American Bicyclists. We will lend bikes to students who need them. We have a facility for fixing bikes when
repairs inevitably are needed. Bikes are part of our sustainability plan. We have particularly touted the Legacy Trail as a
worthy recreational opportunity for our students and have shared the city’s plan to better connect interesting trails, to
create a truly interconnected biking city. The Town Branch Commons Corridor project is the spine of that plan – and
it will sustain and enhance the city’s biking reputation in a valuable and vital way. While we are justifiably proud of the
great biking opportunities in and around Lexington, that doesn’t mean as much if you can’t safely ride through the heart
of the city. Our students deserve and expect that safety.
Transylvania University was proud of building a $10 million Athletic Center in Lexington in 2014 – part of a period of
record development in downtown Lexington. We would like to see an enhanced multi-modal downtown transportation
grid that will continue to improve the University’s connection with the greater community.
Sincerely,

Seamus Carey
President
Transylvania University

Office of the President
300 North Broadway | Lexington, KY 40508 | (859) 281-3512 | transy.edu
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May 9, 2016

OFFICE: OF THE MAYOR

The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
Office of the Mayor
200 East Main ST
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
Great cities have, and preserve, great parks. The 21 '' century will be an urban century and those
cities that build and sustain great park ·systems will themselves be sustainable and provide a firm
foundation for healthy, diverse, economically viable communities. Part of 21 '1 Century Parks'
mission is to serve as stewards entrusted to create and preserve unexcelled parklands that reflect the
needs and values of our whole community. Lexington's Town Branch Commons Corridor (TBCC)
will activate underutilized parks and transform them into an unprecedented linear park system.
Having led in the construction of a similar park and multimodal system in Louisville, our
organization has found that TBCC will do many things for a city. It will create and sustain
community, fuel economic development, support the environment, and help to create a healthy
urban core.
TBCC will have a transformative impact on the entire community. Creating a multimodal and linear
park corridor through the heart of the city will provide a safe alternative transportation path and
provide enjoyment to the city's entire population. Furthermore, this project is an enviromnentally
responsible and sustainable project, helping restore more ecological balance to the urban landscape
with increased tree canopy, greenspace, rain gardens, and storm water collection facilities.
Simply put, TBCC is the type of project 21 st Century Parks believes in, and we strongly support
federal TIGER grant funding for it.

Sincerely,

,,

�:\�,PhD
Chairman and CEO
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FAX: (502) 584-6434
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April 11, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, Kentucky 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
On behalf of AARP members in Fayette County, I am writing in continued support of the
impacts that the Town Branch Commons Corridor (TBCC ) project will have on the central
Lexington business district and immediate neighborhoods and the broader contextual
impact the TBCC will have on the region.
Lexington is one of three Kentucky communities enrolled in the AARP Network of AgeFriendly Communities and we believe this investment to improve mobility options will
further this work by completing critical gaps in trail and pedestrian infrastructure,
separating bike infrastructure from vehicles, improving pedestrian facilities and providing
safe pedestrian access to transit facilities, safety improvements and traffic calming features.
The Town Branch Commons Corridor Project will make the community safer for
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists of every age. We support improvements to the existing
transportation infrastructures by eliminating barriers and hurdles to mobility and
transforming the transit center into a downtown multi-modal epicenter.
For these reasons and for generations to come, we enthusiastically support the TIGER
Grant funding for the Town Branch Commons Corridor Project.
Respectfully,

Ron Bridges
State Director
AARP Kentucky

3/30/2016

The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Government Center
200 East Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
March 30, 2016
Dear Mayor Gray,
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My name is Don Robinson, and I am writing this letter on behalf of
Fayette Alliance.
Through our land-use advocacy efforts at government and beyond,
Lexington can become the model for sustainable growth, by
connecting and balancing its vibrant city with its unique and
productive Bluegrass farmland.
In furtherance of this mission, Fayette Alliance supports LFUCG's
Federal TIGER grant application for the Town Branch Linear Park.
If secured, the federal grant will combine with local matching funds
to finance transportation infrastructure for Town Branch. This
significant investment in Lexington's urban core will anchor the
emerging park project, and transform how the city grows and
functions into the future.
As with most American cities in the twentieth century, Lexington's
growth model favored an approach where people, goods, and
capital moved outward to the perimeter of the community.
This approach created new markets…but it came at a price that
Lexington is addressing today.
Over time, downtown and older neighborhoods suffered from
depressed property values, reduced economic activity, social
imparity, and diminished quality of life. We also lost Bluegrass
farmland at an alarming rate to suburban sprawl, leading to a
World Monument Fund designation for Lexington and the inner
Bluegrass Region in 2006. As we grew, new carbon footprint and
water infrastructure challenges also surfaced throughout the
community, confronting Lexington in unprecedented ways.
These factors, along with the great recession, the rise of the
knowledge-based economy, demographic changes, and limited
natural resources require that Lexington—and cities across
America—operate in a more compact, efficient, and sustainable
way.

Town Branch will play critical role in this movement. The park will provide a wellprogrammed and much-needed greenspace that will make downtown a more attractive
place to live, work, and invest—drawing market forces inward to the core of our city, and
alleviating development pressure from our signature rural landscape.
It will leverage the best of what the Bluegrass has to offer, by seismically reinforcing
urban infill redevelopment, and in turn farmland preservation efforts in LexingtonFayette County.
This hand-in-glove approach will result in the creation of a world-class city in a worldclass landscape...forever changing the conversation in Lexington, and unlocking its
economic development and quality of life potential in innumerable ways.
Lexington is not reinventing the wheel, and the transformative power of park and trail
facilities has happened across the U.S. For example, in 2013, Indianapolis built a $63
million, eight-mile bike path connecting cultural districts, neighborhoods, and parks—
with an economic impact of $864,599,000.
While Town Branch has promise, much work must be done...from building private sector
support and implementing a strategic plan, to constructing and operating a feasible, first
component of the linear park system. In particular, the initial phase of Town Branch is
estimated to cost $75 million, of which $25 million is transportation infrastructure:
$25 million: Transportation Infrastructure
$30million: New Park or Parks, and Improvements to Existing Parks
$8million: Initial Decade of Operations
$12million: Operating Endowment (generates $500k/annum)
*Please see the enclosed strategic plan for additional details.
This is a big deal and a historic challenge for Lexington. With pragmatism and
community buy-in, it can be done. Securing a TIGER grant is a fundamental step in
making the Town Branch Commons a reality, and we respectfully request and urge its
approval.
Thank you for your consideration of our position, and your leadership as we sustainably
grow our city and promote our farms in Lexington-Fayette County.

All my best,

Don Robinson
Acting Director & Chairman of the Board
Fayette Alliance

April 8, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
As president and COO of the Lexington Downtown Development Authority, I am pleased to
announce that completed, under construction, and planned development downtown exceeds over
$1.5 billion in investment. The University of Kentucky continues to invest through new
residential buildings, academic facilities, research building, and the expansion of its medical
campus. Meanwhile, the world class 21C Museum Hotel has opened, local entrepreneurs are
revitalizing the Distillery District, and the renovation of the Old Fayette County Courthouse is
about to begin. These investments will provide exciting new opportunities for citizens and
visitors. But they will also place new demands on our ability to move people in and around our
community safely, efficiently and sustainably.
That’s why the Town Branch Common project is so important. It represents a truly transformative
opportunity – a chance to revolutionize the feel and flow of downtown Lexington. It will support
and enhance the public and private investments already being made, and ensure that those
investments will pay off for the community. It will also solidify our reputation as a livable and
innovative University City, a place where people can enjoy healthy, active, innovative and
interesting lives.
Specifically, the design of Town Branch Commons significantly improves the active commuting
and recreation opportunities for downtown residents and workers, creating the vital “connective
tissue” that makes downtown function at its best. It will:



Provide the cycling and pedestrian infrastructure demanded by the top talent that our
employers are trying to attract and retain
Transform our current inadequate crossings – including near the transit center, where we
too often see commuters climbing over barrier walls as they dash for the bus



Create a vital, central “spine” of bike lanes – making downtown the connection point it
should be for city and recreational bike paths, enabling bikers to go from downtown to the
peaceful quiet of Bluegrass Country

The investments currently taking place in downtown Lexington are vital to our community.
Likewise, state-of-the-art transportation infrastructure is vital to making those investments work.
We believe that Town Branch Commons will have a catalytic impact not only on the streets it
touches directly, but throughout the entire region, as we open up our city in a new, bold, and
transformative way. Funding for Town Branch Commons Corridor will be money well spent.
Sincerely,

Jeff Fugate
President and COO
Lexington Downtown Development Authority

April 8, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
As president and CEO of the Urban League of Lexington-Fayette County, it is my pleasure to
support the Town Branch Commons project. As you know, the Urban League is committed to
assisting African Americans and disadvantaged citizens in the achievement of social and
economic equality. To that end, we work to ensure that all children are well-educated; that all
people have access to job training, homeownership and other pathways to self-sufficiency; and
that all communities are healthy and safe.
The Town Branch Commons project supports all these endeavors. In a community like ours,
not having access to a car can be a significant challenge for many families. Whether the task at
hand is attending a school function for children, attending a community class for adults, or
simply getting to work or to health-care facilities – we know that affordable, reliable and
connected transportation opportunities are vital to supporting families as they move up the
ladders of opportunity.
The design of Town Branch Commons significantly improves the connectivity of bus
transportation and improves the ability of walkers and cyclists – including those people who
have taken the bus downtown – to move safely around our city.
A key portion of the project involves creating better access to the city Transit Hub on Vine
Street. Not only does this plan call for improved bus stops to be built throughout the corridor, it
promises safer pedestrian access to the transit building itself. Currently, many people dash
across the street in mid-block, hopping barrier walls, to make their bus on time. This is clearly
unsafe, but also creates an uninviting atmosphere that may discourage many people from
attempting to take the bus to downtown amenities.
I believe the Town Branch Commons project will make the opportunities available in Lexington
more fully accessible to all of our citizens and will, in particular, give struggling families a hand
up as they work to support their children and build their own future.
Sincerely,

P.G. Peeples Sr., President/CEO
Urban League of Lexington-Fayette County

148 DeWeese Street * Lexington, KY 40507 * 859-233-1561 * www.ULLEXFAY.ORG
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April 08, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507

Dear Mayor Gray,
21c Museum Hotels is proud to be part of the ongoing renaissance in downtown Lexington, a
vibrant city that values its past and prepares for the future.
Our 88-room boutique hotel, contemporary art museum and restaurant opened earlier this year
in Lexington’s historic First National Bank Building. In fact, our new home was the city’s first
skyscraper designed by famed New York architecture firm McKim, Mead & White.
We are especially enthusiastic about the Town Branch Commons Corridor project, which
promises to transform the transportation options in Lexington and the surrounding Bluegrass
region. We readily lend our support and endorsement as you seek federal TIGER grant funding
to accelerate the project.
This project will have a tremendous positive impact on our community, creating a multimodal
corridor throughout the heart of our city and better connecting people to the neighborhoods,
businesses, amenities and natural features of Central Kentucky.
21c Lexington represents an investment of more than $40 million in downtown – an investment
we made because we see the opportunity for growth and development here. Public-private
investments like the Town Branch Commons Corridor are part of the reason we chose to invest
in Lexington.
We believe Town Branch Commons Corridor will fuel the ongoing economic development efforts
and entice other investments as it draws more pedestrians, cyclists and motorists to use this
urban-to-rural pathway.
We are proud to be a part of the excitement and opportunity that is building in Lexington. The
Town Branch Commons Corridor can be a catalyst for even more vitality in Lexington’s
downtown and the surrounding region.

Sincerely,

Craig Greenberg, President
21c Museum Hotels

710 West Main Street 3rd Floor Louisville, Kentucky 40202 T 502.882.6200 21cMuseumHotels.com

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
April	
  26,	
  2016	
  
	
  
The	
  Honorable	
  Jim	
  Gray,	
  Mayor	
  
Lexington	
  Fayette	
  Urban	
  County	
  Government	
  
Office	
  of	
  the	
  Mayor	
  
200	
  E.	
  Main	
  Street	
  
Lexington,	
  KY.	
  40507	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mayor	
  Gray,	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  CORNETT,	
  I	
  am	
  wiring	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  Town	
  Brown	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  project,	
  an	
  
investment	
  in	
  improved	
  transportation	
  and	
  mobility	
  for	
  Lexington	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  
Bluegrass	
  region.	
  
	
  
My	
  marketing	
  firm	
  is	
  very	
  interested	
  in	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  here	
  in	
  Lexington,	
  in	
  particular	
  how	
  it	
  
relates	
  to	
  attracting	
  and	
  retaining	
  a	
  creative	
  culture.	
  
	
  
This	
  project	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  tremendous	
  and	
  transformative	
  impact	
  on	
  our	
  community,	
  creating	
  a	
  	
  
multi-‐modal	
  corridor	
  throughout	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  our	
  city	
  and	
  better	
  connecting	
  people	
  to	
  the	
  
neighborhoods,	
  businesses,	
  amenities	
  and	
  natural	
  features	
  of	
  Central	
  Kentucky.	
  
	
  
Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  will	
  make	
  our	
  community	
  safer	
  for	
  pedestrians,	
  cyclists	
  and	
  
motorists.	
  	
  The	
  planned	
  improvements	
  to	
  our	
  existing	
  transportation	
  infrastructure	
  will	
  
eliminate	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  barriers	
  and	
  hurdles	
  to	
  mobility	
  and	
  truly	
  transform	
  our	
  transit	
  center	
  
into	
  a	
  multi-‐modal	
  epicenter	
  downtown.	
  
	
  
This	
  connecting	
  pathway	
  creates	
  opportunities	
  for	
  active	
  commuting	
  and	
  recreation	
  that	
  will	
  
help	
  residents	
  build	
  physical	
  activity	
  into	
  their	
  day,	
  improving	
  our	
  community’s	
  public	
  health.	
  
	
  
The	
  project	
  will	
  improve	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  economic	
  opportunity	
  through	
  improved	
  
accessibility	
  for	
  all	
  populations.	
  	
  Businesses,	
  residents	
  and	
  visitors	
  will	
  all	
  benefit	
  from	
  this	
  
visionary	
  investment	
  that	
  both	
  preserves	
  our	
  past	
  and	
  prepares	
  for	
  our	
  future.	
  	
  Town	
  Branch	
  
Commons	
  will	
  be	
  catalytic	
  in	
  how	
  it	
  will	
  improve	
  property	
  values,	
  revitalize	
  neighborhoods,	
  
encourage	
  business	
  growth	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  long-‐lasting	
  positive	
  regional	
  impact.	
  
	
  
Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  is	
  an	
  environmentally	
  responsible	
  and	
  sustainable	
  project.	
  	
  
The	
  improvements	
  will	
  better	
  protect	
  the	
  natural	
  streams	
  that	
  flow	
  through	
  our	
  region	
  and	
  

restore	
  more	
  ecological	
  balance	
  to	
  the	
  urban	
  core	
  with	
  trees,	
  shrubs,	
  rain	
  gardens	
  and	
  storm	
  
water	
  facilities.	
  
	
  
For	
  these	
  reasons,	
  we	
  enthusiastically	
  raise	
  our	
  voice	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  federal	
  TIGER	
  Grant	
  
funding	
  for	
  Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor.	
  	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

Kip	
  Cornett	
  
President/CEO	
  
CORNETT	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

2300 Richmond Road

P 859.268.6333

Lexington, KY 40502

F 859.268.6327

www.kentuckyamwater.com

April 12, 2016

The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main St.
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
Kentucky American Water brings national resources to our local management of the water systems in
Fayette and portions of ten other counties in Central Kentucky. As such, we bring local, regional and
national perspective to both community improvement and environmental stewardship. From that unique
vantage point, we strongly support the Town Branch Commons Corridor project and the application for
TIGER grant funding.
Like many other cities, Lexington has an aging sewer infrastructure. Another contributing factor to its
sanitary sewer overflow is inflow and infiltration from rainwater entering and overwhelming the system.
More than $600 million will be spent to improve the sanitary sewer system in the next 10 years as part of
a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency consent decree. The Town Branch Watershed, which contains
this project, is targeted for 10 projects totaling $156 million.
A key element in the Town Branch Commons Corridor project is a series of bioswales and rain gardens,
which will effectively and responsibly manage rainwater as an alternative to the already-taxed stormsewer system. They will not only provide much-needed greenspace in the heart of the city, they also can
be shaped to create pockets of slow space within the promenade and protect walkers and bicyclists from
surrounding vehicular traffic. Greenway gardens will collect, filter and slow stormwater runoff. Combined
with the transportation infrastructure improvements, the project will create safer, more environmentally
responsible spaces.
As a company committed to protecting the environment, we work to prevent pollution, promote
sustainability and enhance the natural environment. The Town Branch Commons Corridor project will be
a key component to helping Lexington and Kentucky American Water achieve our shared goals.
Sincerely,

Nick. O. Rowe
President

	
  
April	
  8,	
  2016	
  
	
  
The	
  Honorable	
  Jim	
  Gray,	
  Mayor	
  
Office	
  of	
  the	
  Mayor	
  	
  
200	
  E.	
  Main	
  Street	
  
Lexington,	
  KY	
  40507	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mayor	
  Gray,	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  A	
  Cup	
  of	
  Common	
  Wealth	
  and	
  Common	
  Wealth	
  Mercantile,	
  I	
  am	
  writing	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  
Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  project,	
  an	
  investment	
  in	
  improved	
  transportation	
  and	
  mobility	
  for	
  
Lexington	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  Bluegrass	
  region.	
  
We	
  are	
  a	
  quaint	
  coffee	
  shop	
  and	
  specialty	
  shop	
  on	
  the	
  eastern	
  part	
  of	
  downtown.	
  	
  While	
  we	
  are	
  just	
  a	
  
small	
  cog	
  in	
  the	
  continued	
  growth	
  and	
  success	
  of	
  Lexington,	
  we	
  feel	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  pass	
  on	
  our	
  
support	
  of	
  the	
  project.	
  	
  At	
  our	
  businesses	
  we	
  make	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  decisions	
  based	
  off	
  of	
  our	
  mission:	
  
Embrace	
  community.	
  Serve	
  others.	
  Create	
  culture.	
  
We	
  view	
  the	
  Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  as	
  something	
  that	
  fits	
  into	
  our	
  mission	
  and	
  a	
  project	
  we	
  
would	
  love	
  to	
  stand	
  behind.	
  
It	
  is	
  our	
  understanding	
  that	
  the	
  project	
  will	
  have:	
  
“A	
  tremendous	
  and	
  transformative	
  impact	
  on	
  our	
  community,	
  creating	
  a	
  multimodal	
  corridor	
  
throughout	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  our	
  city	
  and	
  better	
  connecting	
  people	
  to	
  the	
  neighborhoods,	
  businesses,	
  
amenities	
  and	
  natural	
  features	
  of	
  Central	
  Kentucky.	
  
“Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  will	
  make	
  our	
  community	
  safer	
  for	
  pedestrians,	
  cyclists	
  and	
  motorists.	
  
The	
  planned	
  improvements	
  to	
  our	
  existing	
  transportation	
  infrastructure	
  will	
  eliminate	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  
barriers	
  and	
  hurdles	
  to	
  mobility	
  and	
  truly	
  transform	
  our	
  transit	
  center	
  into	
  a	
  multi-‐modal	
  epicenter	
  
downtown.	
  
“This	
  connecting	
  pathway	
  creates	
  opportunities	
  for	
  active	
  commuting	
  and	
  recreation	
  that	
  will	
  help	
  
residents	
  build	
  physical	
  activity	
  into	
  their	
  day,	
  improving	
  our	
  community’s	
  public	
  health.	
  	
  
“The	
  project	
  will	
  improve	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  economic	
  opportunity	
  through	
  improved	
  accessibility	
  for	
  all	
  
populations	
  .	
  Businesses,	
  residents	
  and	
  visitors	
  will	
  all	
  benefit	
  from	
  this	
  visionary	
  investment	
  that	
  both	
  
preserves	
  our	
  past	
  and	
  prepares	
  for	
  our	
  future.	
  Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  will	
  	
  be	
  catalytic	
  in	
  how	
  it	
  will	
  
improve	
  property	
  values,	
  revitalize	
  neighborhoods,	
  encourage	
  business	
  growth	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  long-‐lasting	
  
positive	
  regional	
  impact.	
  
“Town	
  Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor	
  is	
  an	
  environmentally	
  responsible	
  and	
  sustainable	
  project.	
  The	
  
improvements	
  will	
  better	
  protect	
  the	
  natural	
  streams	
  that	
  flow	
  through	
  our	
  region	
  and	
  restore	
  more	
  
ecological	
  balance	
  to	
  the	
  urban	
  core	
  with	
  trees,	
  shrubs,	
  rain	
  gardens	
  and	
  storm	
  water	
  facilities.”	
  

	
  
Our	
  team	
  sees	
  this	
  as	
  a	
  profound	
  step	
  forward	
  for	
  Lexington	
  and	
  view	
  it	
  as	
  an	
  action	
  that	
  makes	
  an	
  
impact	
  on	
  so	
  many	
  parties	
  for	
  the	
  better.	
  
For	
  these	
  reasons,	
  we	
  enthusiastically	
  raise	
  our	
  voice	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  federal	
  TIGER	
  Grant	
  funding	
  for	
  Town	
  
Branch	
  Commons	
  Corridor.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
Salvador	
  Sanchez	
  
Principal/Owner	
  
A	
  Cup	
  of	
  Common	
  Wealth,	
  LLC	
  

April 26 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
On behalf of West Sixth Brewing I am writing to support the Town Branch Commons Corridor project, an
investment in improved transportation and mobility for Lexington and the surrounding Bluegrass region.
West Sixth Brewing is a production brewery and taproom located in an urban revitalization project
called the Bread Box. We, along with several other tenants have redeveloped a 100-year-old abandoned
bread factory and have turned a 90,000 square foot empty warehouse into a bustling center of
commerce. West Sixth Brewing is one of the largest breweries in Kentucky, producing and distributing
over 11,000 barrels of beer in 2014. We distribute our beer throughout the state of Kentucky, and are
completely committed to our amazing city of Lexington.
This project will have a tremendous and transformative impact on our community, creating a
multimodal corridor throughout the heart of our city and better connecting people to the
neighborhoods, businesses, amenities and natural features of Central Kentucky.
Town Branch Commons Corridor will make our community safer for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists.
The planned improvements to our existing transportation infrastructure will eliminate many of the
barriers and hurdles to mobility and truly transform our transit center into a multi-modal epicenter
downtown . All of which will make our downtown more vibrant, having a positive impact on our
business as well as our personal lives!
This connecting pathway creates opportunities for active commuting and recreation that will help
residents build physical activity into their day, improving our community's public health.
The project will improve quality of life and economic opportunity through improved accessibility for all
populations. Businesses, residents and visitors will all benefit from this visionary investment that both
preserves our past and prepares for our future . Town Branch Commons will be catalytic in how it will
improve property values, revitalize neighborhoods, encourage business growth and have a long-lasting
positive regional impact.
Town Branch Commons Corridor is an environmentally responsible and sustainable project. The
improvements will better protect the natural streams that flow through our region and restore more
ecological balance to the urban core with trees, shrubs, rain gardens and storm water facilities .
For these reasons, we enthusiastically raise our voice in support of federal TIGER Grant funding for Town
Branch Commons Corridor .
Sincerely,
Ben Self, co-founder, West Sixth Brewing

West Sixth Brewing

*

501 West Sixth Street

*

Lexington, KY 40508

Community Organization Support
from

Bluegrass Cycling Club
Charles Young Center Board
Commission for Citizens with Disabilities
Historic South Hill Neighborhood
Isaac Murphy Memorial Art Garden
Kenwick Neighborhood
Mentelle Park Neighborhood Association
Picnic with the Pops
Scott County Legacy Trail Extension Committee
Woodward Heights Neighborhood
YMCA of Lexington

May 27, 2016
Mayor Jim Gray
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
200 East Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
It’s no secret that Lexington takes great pride in its history and its horse racing. The recently
constructed Isaac Murphy Memorial Art Garden combines both of those elements by telling the
story of often overlooked African American jockeys in the sport of Thoroughbred racing. With its
colorful story boards, large circular amphitheater and handsome stone walls, the garden is an
outdoor classroom that celebrate the post-Civil War struggles and accomplishments of black
horseman, some of whom, like Isaac Murphy, reached the pinnacle of their sport. The garden is
more than a green oasis on the side of the road. It is a soothing welcome sign at the gateway of
a neighborhood in the midst of a rebirth. While honoring our equine history, the garden is also
helping to transform the too-often negative perception of the East End neighborhood, a mostly
African American enclave located just a stone’s throw from the heart of downtown Lexington.
The Isaac Murphy garden is a success story born out of a public/private partnership and the
vision of a group of dedicated people who had a dream and chased it. The members of the
Isaac Murphy Memorial Art Garden advisory board believe the Town Branch Commons Corridor
will be an even greater catalyst for downtown Lexington. Therefore, the board wholeheartedly
endorses this project.
We believe the Town Branch Commons, with its linear park-like design, will make downtown
more pedestrian friendly, and that in turn will bring more people downtown and to those
neighborhoods bordering downtown, like the East End. It is worth noting that the Town Branch
Commons Corridor will originate at a point very close to the Isaac Murphy garden, thus further
enhancing the gateway to our neighborhood.
For these reasons and more, the Isaac Murphy Memorial Art Garden advisory board offers its
full support of this innovative project.
Sincerely,
D.C.

Thomas Tolliver
President, Isaac Murphy Memorial Art Garden board
Isaac Murphy Memorial Art Garden c/o Blue Grass Community Foundation
499 High St  Suite 112

 Lexington, KY 40507

www.isaacmurphy.org

 (859) 225-3343

	
  
April 6, 2016
The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
On behalf of the Kenwick Neighborhood Association (KNA), I am writing to support the Town Branch Commons Corridor
project, an investment in improved transportation and mobility for Lexington and the surrounding Bluegrass region.
The KNA draws its membership from about 1000 households located very near both Lexington's downtown area and the
University of Kentucky campus. We are concerned, involved neighbors with a shared desire to continue improving our
neighborhood through community building. Our activities in the previous year include: hosting informational talks of community
and general interest, connecting residents with LFUCG officials and services, maintaining a community garden that regularly
distributes free fruits and vegetables, and organizing the Kenwick Bungalow Tour home tour and fundraiser.
The streets of our neighborhood were laid by 1920, and homes were primarily constructed from the 1920's to 1940's. During that
era, walking, cycling, and public transportation were common and convenient modes of daily transportation. As automobiles
have proliferated these options have become less safe and desirable. I firmly believe, however, that projects such as the Town
Branch Commons Corridor hold tremendous transformative potential for connecting neighborhoods such as ours with the rest of
the city and region.
Town Branch Commons Corridor will create a multimodal corridor throughout the heart of the city, and will greatly improve the
ability of our neighborhood's residents to safely reach businesses, amenities, and natural features of Central Kentucky without an
automobile. Furthermore, this project will make our community safer for motorists, in addition to pedestrians and cyclists. The
planned improvements to our existing transportation infrastructure will eliminate many of the barriers and hurdles to mobility,
and truly transform our transit center into a multi-modal epicenter downtown.
Town Branch Commons Corridor is also an environmentally responsible and sustainable project. The improvements will better
protect the natural streams that flow through our region and restore more ecological balance to the urban core with trees, shrubs,
rain gardens, and storm water facilities. Maintaining an attractive natural environment in the city and broader region will further
support outdoor recreation and active lifestyles.
Town Branch Commons Corridor is essential for supporting the desire of many residents in our recently reinvigorated
neighborhood to regularly engage in active transportation for work, leisure, and commerce. The KNA therefore enthusiastically
supports federal TIGER Grant funding for Town Branch Commons Corridor.
Sincerely,

W. Jay Christian, PhD, MPH
President, Kenwick Neighborhood Association	
  

**********************************************Christie

Robinson

111 Shadowcreek Path
Georgetown, Kentucky
40324

April 8, 2016

The Honorable Jim Gray, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
200 E. Main St.
Lexington, Ky. 40507
Dear Mayor Gray,
I am a part of an excited, dedicated group of citizens working to extend the Legacy Trail –
currently a 12-mile walking and biking trail through Lexington – all the way through the
Kentucky Horse Park and into Georgetown. The Legacy Trail was originally designed to link
non-driving downtown guests with the Kentucky Horse Park. The extension would continue
the trail four miles through the Horse Park and then another 3 miles to Georgetown.
Those of us interested in the Legacy Trail extension are very supportive of the Town Branch
Commons Corridor Project and believe it is well-deserving of TIGER grant investment. We
understand that the value of trails expand exponentially when they tie into other pedestrian
or bike-friendly passageways. The Town Branch Commons Corridor Project is a great
example of that. We are working toward a day when Georgetown residents could easily
commute by bike to downtown Lexington jobs – but that depends on having safe, efficient
ways to get around downtown once they arrive.
By improving the overall traffic picture in Lexington – making it safer for pedestrians, cyclists,
and drivers – we believe the Town Branch project will dramatically improve the safety, feel
and flow of downtown Lexington.
Sincerely,

Christie Robinson
Christie Robinson (christiemrobinson@gmail.com)
Chair, Scott County Legacy Trail Extension Committee

Woodward Heights Neighborhood Association

April 1, 2016
The Honorable Mayor Gray
Lexington Fayette Urban County Government
200 E. Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507
Dear Mayor Gray:
Please accept this letter of support for the Town Branch Commons. As president of
Historic Woodward Heights Neighborhood Association, which is immediately
adjacent to the proposed site, I speak for our entire neighborhood when I say this is
a monumental and history-making project with huge potential to improve quality of
life in Lexington.
Our downtown neighborhood has climbed out of the abyss resulting from the
exodus to the suburbs in the 1950s and the misguided urban renewal efforts of the
1960s and early 1970s. As one of the only remaining Victorian-era neighborhoods
in Lexington, we have clung to the hope that Lexington would one day come to its
senses and do something forward-thinking with the vast parking lots and industrial
detritus surrounding the Town Branch waterway.
This little stream meandering through downtown Lexington was originally the
lifeblood of the community and the town grew up around it. It enabled commerce
and Lexington’s critical early development. In its next incarnation, as Town Branch
Commons, it can build a healthier, more connected populace. There are so many
reasons that this is the right “next step” for Lexington.
We now have hope! Please support this project and put resources toward making
Town Branch Commons a reality. The project will quite literally transform
Lexington and act as a bridge bringing people and neighborhoods together and
allowing all to enjoy a livable, walk-able, more vibrant community.
Thank you for your support of this project that has the power to shape our future.
Sincerely,
Fran Taylor
Fran Taylor, President
Woodward Heights Neighborhood Association

